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Spouses and guests are invited and welcome.  Williamson Restaurant, Easton Road, Horsham, PA 
 
Technical Chairperson 
Jim Watters - Delaware Valley Utility Advisors 
Meeting Sponsors: 
Robert Wooler Co., Forensic Sciences Inc., Rex Heat Treat 
Dinner Menu 
Buffet - choice of: 
Baked Cheese Lasagna  Smoked Baked Ham w/Maple Mustard, Veal Scaloppini, Breast of Chicken Marsala 
Caesar Salad, Potatoes au Gratin, String Bean Lyonnaise, Brownie Delight, Fresh Fruit Watermelon Boat 
Beverage & Rolls 
Social Hour – 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.       Dinner - 7:00 p.m.  
Price: Members & Guests: $24.00; Retirees: $15.00; Students: $12.00 
 
Meeting Registration 
      Register to attend our meeting on our website www.asm-philadelphia.com. If you have a large group attending or do not have 
access to the website, please contact Rob DeKalb at 215-542-7600 to register. 
 
Speaker:  TBA 
Topic:  Materials Challenges in New Energy Systems 
     With the current rising costs of energy and the security concerns associated with its supply, research and development into 
alternate sources of energy supply and improved methods of energy conversion is being supported at a high level.  Several 
processes are on the verge of becoming not only  
technically feasible, but cost effective compared to conventional energy sources.  The Philadelphia area is home to several firms 
that are heavily engaged in this development effort.  The October program will feature a speaker from one of these firms to talk 
about the state of the technology and the materials challenges associated with complete  
commercialization of it.  It is anticipated that the technology discussed will be either fuel cells or wind power. 
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Chairperson’s Message - October, 2006 



You can teach an old dog new tricks. 
     As some of you may know, each year our chapter sends one member to ASM Leadership Days, usually the incoming vice 
chair. Leadership Days is an intense three-day training workshop for chapter officers. It takes place at a hotel conference center in 
downtown Cleveland. Because of Howard Cheetham's relocation to North Carolina, I became the Chairperson without serving as 
vice chair. Dave Von Rohr, this year's vice chair, could not attend due to a previous commitment. Because attendance is 
mandatory only every other year, I suggested we skip this year. I have been around the block a few times, working in the industry 
for over 40 years, and an ASM member for 20. I am nearing retirement and I thought, "What possible good could this training do 
for me?" 
     The members of the E & O who had previously attended, strongly recommended that I attend. They were right on target; it was 
one of the best experiences of my life. I learned more about ASM in three days than I had in 20 years. The interaction with my 
peers from other chapters around the world was priceless. Our problems and issues are not unique. Seeing what other chapters 
did to address them gave me lots of ammunition to bring home. Hopefully it will make me a better leader. 
     I also learned that our chapter does a lot of things right and has much to be proud of. We have the Rolls Royce of yearbooks, 
and are the envy of everyone. Nothing else comes even close. It is a struggle to break even every year, and I often wondered if 
the yearbook was worth it. There is now no question that it is. We need to increase our advertising revenue. You do not have to be 
an officer to sell an ad. Why not try to sell an ad to your employer? The rates are surprisingly reasonable. 
     Most other chapters can only dream of regularly getting 60 people out for a monthly meeting, and getting twenty for an E & O 
meeting. Most are happy with half those numbers. We also do much better than most in student attendance. Everyone thought the 
student bus was a great idea. 
     Unfortunately I will not be able to attend the meeting on young members night. I am a group leader of a 20-person golf trip to 
Myrtle Beach. We have been going the same time in October for 23 consecutive years. Travis Nelson has volunteered to fill in. 
     Sincerely, 
     Tom Reid 
     2006-2007 Chairperson   
 
Upcoming Events    

 
10-19-06  Thursday  Young Members Night  

Topic: Materials Challenges in New Energy Systems,  
Williamson Restaurant, Horsham, PA  6:00 pm     

10-30-06  Monday  Liberty Bell Dedication  
     Independence National Historical Park  5:00 pm 
11-7-06   Tuesday  MEI Course - Metallurgy for Non-Metallurgist 
      SPS Technologies 
11-9-06   Thursday  National Officers Night  - Joint Mtg. with Lehigh ASM 

Topic: Trends in IC Failure Analysis,  
Williamson Restaurant, Horsham, PA  6:00 pm 

 
Liberty Bell Named ASM Historical Landmark - Dedica tion October 30th 
     The Philadelphia Chapter has been notified that our application to have the Liberty Bell named an ASM Historical Landmark 
has been accepted.  At this time our Awards Committee is working with Materials Park and also with Independence National 
Historical Park to arrange for a suitable presentation ceremony at the Liberty Bell.  We anticipate that all chapter  
members will be invited to attend.  This event is scheduled for Monday October 30th at the Liberty Bell.  Because Park Service 
rules do not permit us to interrupt normal visitor hours, the ceremony will take place at 5:30 pm.  If you come it will be necessary to 
arrive at 5 pm to allow for security screening.  Please watch your e-newsletter for September and October for further information.   
If you do not receive the e-newsletter and you are interested in attending, call Jim Watters at 215-699-0690 around the 1st of 
October for more information.  Also, if transportation is a problem for you we will try and arrange for car pooling. 
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